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The winners of the 2009 Balthazars have been announced. This competition is open to all the exhibitors at the Furniture Fair, from both Belgium and elsewhere, each of whom may submit a maximum of three new products developed for the 2009-10 autumn-winter furniture season. Each member of the jury may nominate three products per category.

The jury was composed of people with close links to the sector, under the expert eye of Axel Enthoven (founder of EADC and a designer with an international reputation). The other members of the jury were Moniek Bucquoye (leading Belgian design expert and a member of the board of Stichting Interieur), Siegrid Demyttenaere (art director and journalist for DAMn° and Be Magazine, and developed the style trends for the Furniture Fair), Chris De Roock (Optimo), Gerard Van Os (Van Os-Sonnevelt, trade fair and promotion specialist), frances van der Steen (freelance trade journalist and product expert in the furniture sector), Marie-Anne Desiere (Modulo, communication specialist), Ben Van Dolen (founder of several bedding store chains) and René Van Rossum (bedding specialist and member of the Bedding Council).

The jury were very much aware of the high quality of this year’s presentations. Square scored very well, and in Brussels by Night the number of innovations in what is quite a limited area was quite remarkable. This sector clearly doesn’t rest on its laurels!

The Flemish Masters concept also deserves a special mention. It was initiated by MoOD, and by means of cooperation between a textile company and a furniture manufacturer, aims to stimulate innovation in both sectors. After its first presentation at MoOD, the result was now shown at Square too.

This year, the following winners will be enjoying their giant 12-litre bottles of champagne:

- Most Innovative Product: the Diamond Spring Company for its innovative Octaspring, a cylindrical spring made entirely of HD polyurethane. This immediately results in less PU waste and easy recycling, as the materials used do not first have to be separated from each other. (www.diamondspringcompany.com)
- Trendiest Product: the Replex table by Oormerk. This young Dutch design studio breathes new life into discarded furniture. (www.oormerk.com) 

- Best Belgian Product: the S2 office range by Sicame. A sober design whose most striking feature is the X-shaped leg. Since this was designed by Axel Enthoven himself, as chairman of the jury he abstained from voting in this category. (www.sicame.be)

- The special Balthazar for Bedding Comfort goes to the high-tech iSleep by Revor, which eliminates electrosmog (radiation from the electricity installation, mobile phones, Wifi, etc.) using intelligent materials in the mattress, the duvet and the pillow. (www.revor.be)

The jury was also keen to make special mention of the following companies:

- Velda for Silent Sleep Technology, an acoustic headboard that absorbs sound by means of intelligent materials and an innovative construction. Its development took place in conjunction with three universities. (www.velda.net)

- LS Bedding for the BS4, i.e. the consistent application of their well-known DNA concept in the booming box-spring market. (www.lsbedding.com)

- Boone, which just keeps on innovating. This year they introduced Loft, a completely freestanding fold-up bed for which Mecam guarantees proper seating comfort. (www.boone-wallbeds.com - www.mecam.be)

- Juventa deserved an honourable mention for the development of its bed collection NU. (www.juventa.be) 

The jury did not of course arrive at this result without considerable discussion. A substantial number of companies can also pride themselves on a nomination. We would not like to leave them out, so here is an alphabetical list:

Bara
Belform
Box d'Aparto
Buzzispace (Flemish Masters)
Chris Ruhe
D&D
Drisag & Microfibres (Flemish Masters)
Ethnicraft
Mecam
Mirodan Creation
Mobitec
Passe-Partout
Polypreen
Probilex
Recor
Sensoflex
Square
Trecompany
Verfaillie
Vipack

This year, the winners and these numerous nominations for the Balthazars were a true reflection of the plentiful innovations to be found at this year’s Furniture Fair.
